
New Bern Historical Society 
Stewardship 
Saving Battlefield Park


The Battle of New Bern took place on March 14, 
1862 and lasted less than a day.  The battle to save it 
and tell its story has lasted more than 25 years. In 
1993 three members of the New Bern Historical Society convinced the 
Civil War Advisory Commission to include the New Bern Battlefield on their 
list of endangered Civil War sites. Prior to this, in the 1980’s, as New Bern 
was beginning to revitalize its downtown, the Society began to focus on 
our city’s Civil War history. But that action in 1993, began a process that 
led to Weyerhaeuser Corporation deeding 24 acres to the Civil War Trust in 
1996 who then deeded the land to the Society in 2000.


The Society engaged experts and did the research that led to the 
Battlefield being listed on the National Register of Historic Places. And it 
produced a master plan that has guided the restoration of the site and 
helped the Society raise funds. 


Volunteers have contributed thousands of hours doing projects such as 
trails, bridges, and building overlook platforms. Additional acreage has 
been added bringing the park up to over 30 acres. A unique 20 foot 
diameter concrete map provides an overview of the Battle to the public 
who can visit year round for self-guided tours. The Historical Society 
continues to expand it work on the Battlefield with new walks into formerly 
inaccessible areas. 


For its perseverance in saving one of America’s most endangered Civil War 
battlefields and for its continuing leadership in mobilizing corporate, 
community, and national support to make Battlefield Park a special historic 
place, we present this medal for stewardship to the New Bern 

Historical Society.


Presented by the New Bern Preservation Foundation 
At its Annual Meeting and Historic Preservation Awards Ceremony 
December 18, 2018 




