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What happens when you take a Harvard trained 
lawyer and combine his gentle manner with a cheeky 
progressive school administrator Ph.D.? Well, you 
get more than you asked for. But in so many good ways. Kathy and Peter 
Adolph came to New Bern in the early 2000s, bought an early twentieth 
century home near the Palace, took it down to the studs to renovate it, 
then began looking for opportunities to improve their surrounding 
neighborhood with investments of time, energy, love, and, of course, their 
checkbook. 


Much of their work has focused on mid- twentieth century properties of 
the 1940s - 1960s genre. Two projects are well known in New Bern, the 
City Laundry on Pollock Street that they purchased about 10 years ago 
and the Blondies Building in the 1100 block of Queen Street. In addition to 
these projects, Kathy and Peter have purchased ten other properties, 
mostly housing stock, to save and that now provide housing to local 
artists, neighborhood residents, and in a few recent cases to Hurricane 
Florence refugees. In addition to their work with housing and commercial 
properties, they both have pushed for streetscape improvements such as 
the triangular green space at Pollock and Fleet Street and the construction 
Walt Bellamy Park that was recently dedicated.


Looking ahead, Kathy and Peter are in the process of renovating a part of 
the City Laundry to be their new home. Nearby they are determined to 
bring back the gateway fountain that once graced the intersection of 
Queen and Pollock. For all their success in saving mid-twentieth century 
properties, often in risky and transitional areas, and for their determination 
to continue to improve their neighborhood, we present this medal for 
stewardship to Kathy and Peter Adolph.
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