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MON
A little rain

70° / 45°

SUN
Mostly cloudy

74° / 60°

TODAY
Showers

68° / 62°
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Sun Journal Staff

The Empty Stocking Fund
raises a substantial amount of
money for the Salvation Army
each year.

The fund has been part of
the Sun Journal for more than
50 years. The Salvation Army
staff and volunteers, as well as
the Sun Journal, are grateful for
the community’s support.

Total donations to date: $700
Donations can be:
• Brought to the Salvation

Army’s main office at 1402
Rhem Ave. in New Bern from
8 a.m. to noon and 1:30 p.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday through
Thursday.

• Brought to the Sun Journal
office at 3200 Wellons Blvd. in
New Bern from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekdays.

• Mailed to the Salvation
Army, Drawer E, New Bern NC
28563.

•Sun Journal, P.O. Box 13948,
New Bern NC 28561-3948.

Checks should be made out to
the Empty Stocking Fund.

Empty
Stocking
Dad and
Mom

By Charlie Hall
Sun Journal Staff

Most people know of the
architecturally magnificent
Blades House on Johnson
Street in New Bern.

Not so many know there is
another Blades House, located
at 616 East Front St.

On Sunday, the public gets
a chance to look at this 1890’s
home, now under renovation
by owners John and Cheryl
Young.

The tour is 2 to 4 p.m.
It is the second home on a

New Bern Preservation Before
and After Tour series.

This house comes under the
‘before’ category.

It is described as an 1892
Italianate double home.

It was originally built by
lumber company owner J.B.
Clark. It was lived in by both
William Blades, who later
built the Blades Mansion, as
well as his brother James, who
also built a mansion. It was on
Broad Street and later became
the famous Queen Anne Hotel.

The Youngs are restoring
the East Front Street home to
its roots.

John Young is a retired
career nonpartisan staff
member for the state legisla-
ture, specializing in health and
human services issues for 40
years.

His hobby has been restor-
ing old homes. Over the years,
he and his wife has restored

‘Other’ Blades House tour

The Blades House at 616 E. Front St., New Bern, dates to about 1891
and is now under restoration by John and Cheryl Young. it is the site
of a Sunday Before Tour by the New Bern Preservation Foundation.
[CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]

By Todd Wetherington
New Bern Sun Journal

Residents of Harbour Master
Villas at Fairfield Harbour say
they were left out in the cold
by the management company
that oversees the condomini-
ums, which took two and a
half months to replace hot
water heaters damaged in
Hurricane Florence.

Many of the hot water heat-
ers for the approximately 40
units that make up Harbour
Master Villas floated off their
cement stands during the Sep-
tember 13 storm. The company
that took over the units on
October 1, Management Ser-
vices on Trent Road in New
Bern, began replacing the hot
water heaters this week. The
Villas were previously man-
aged by HOA Management
Company in Greenville.

According to residents
E l w o o d L e e a n d C a r o l
Hawkins, as of November 21
thay had received little infor-
mation from Management
Services concerning the delay.

“They were here on Oct. 1
and then about October 3 and
that is the last we have seen of
them,” said Hawkins. “No one
has checked with any of us on
how we were doing.”

Hawkins said she and her

husband, Mike, had no water
at all from September 13 to
October 21. She said Man-
agement Services offered no
solution to the problem.

“I said ‘Can you do an emer-
gency fix?’ and I could have
been talking to the wall, they
totally said they couldn’t do
anything. We were having to
pour water in our tank to flush
the toilet,” she commented.

Hawkins said her husband

was forced to fill water jugs
from a nearby hose and carry
them back to their apartment.

“We’re in our 70s, and it’s
like ‘Come on people, these
things are heavy,’” said
Hawkins.

According to Lee, he was
able to wade into the water
and retrieve several of the hot
water heaters afterthe storm.
Though he was able to get his
unit working again, he said

it was removed by contrac-
torstwo weeks later.

“It was a temporary fix but
they snatched it out,” said
Lee.

Additionally, both Hawkins
and Lee said the HVAC units
at Harbour Master Villas were
only repaired the day before
Thanksgiving.

“After the water receded we

Le� out in the cold
Fair�eld Harbour
residents get �rst hot
water since Hurricane
Florence

Carol Hawkins and Elwood Lee, residents of Harbour Master Villas in Fairfield Harbour, stand outside of
their apartments Wednesday morning. The Villas received hot water heaters this week, 2½ months after
they were damaged in Hurricane Florence on Sept. 13. [TODD WETHERINGTON / SUN JOURNAL STAFF]

By Rachel D’Oro and Dan Joling
The Associated Press

ANCHORAGE,Alaska—Back-
to-back earthquakes measuring
7.0 and 5.7 rocked buildings and
shatteredroadsFridaymorningin
Anchorage, sending people run-
ning into the streets and briefly
triggering a warning to residents
in Kodiak to flee to higher ground
for fear of a tsunami.

Back-to-back
earthquakes
shatter roads
and windows in
Alaska
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OBITUARIES

JACKSONVILLE —
Herschel Grady Sauls,
91, died November 25,
2018, in the loving pres-
ence of his family.

He was born Sep-
tember 30, 1927 in
Jeffersonville, GA to
parents Herschel Sr. and
Lucy (Floyd) Sauls. He
enlisted in the U.S. Army
in 1951, joining the Green
Berets in 1958, and
serving in the Korean
and Vietnam conflicts.
During his military
service overseas, he
met his wife Chieko,
and they were married
at the U.S. Embassy in
Tokyo, Japan December
19, 1955. After retiring
from the Army in 1969,

he went on to manage
and own several H&R
Block income tax busi-
nesses for over 20 years
and retired to become a
full-time husband, family

man, and fisherman in
1990. He never forgot a
name or date and he will
never be forgotten for his
kindness and generosity,
his strong spirit, his love
for family and country.

He is survived by his
wife Chieko; grandchil-
dren, Amelia, Justine
and husband Wayne,
Natalia and partner Mark;
great-grandchildren,
Sam, Alice, and Eden.
He is preceded in death
by his beloved children,
baby Herschel and Patty.

A memorial service
with military honors
will be held at 11am
Saturday, December 1
at Jones Funeral Home
Chapel in Jacksonville.

Herschel Grady Sauls

were told not to cut any-
thing on, even though the
HVAC or hot water units
may work, and it’s like 95
to 100 degrees, no windows
in these places that you can
open up, you couldn't take
it,” said Lee.

“We went from sweating
to freezing. It’s been hor-
rible,” ”he added.

According to Hawkins
residents were told they
could replace the hot
water heaters at their
own expense. She said she
received an email from
Management Services
stating that, under North
Carolina law, the company
was only required to supply
residents with cold water
and heat.

“It is true, but for 30 days
we were not even provided
with water at all,” noted
Hawkins. “I said, ‘Are we

to bring our towels and
dishes to your homes so
we can take showers and
do dishes?’”

When contacted Thurs-
d a y m o r n i n g , E v e l y n
Mabery of Management
Services said the com-
pany was legally unable to
comment on the situation
at Harbour Master Villas.
Mabery recommended
that the residents take the
matter up with their home-
owners association.

In an email sent to
Hawkins on November 24
that was provided to the
Sun Journal, Mabery stated
that the contractors for the
HVAC and water heaters
were set up prior to Man-
agement Services taking
over at Harbour Master
Villas. In the email, Mabery
states that the contractor
originally told her that the
water heaters were ordered
and would be delivered
between November 14-16,
but there had been a delay.

“All owners were advised
that they were more than

welcome to replace their
own elements at their own
expense,” wrote Mabery.

During a phone interview
Thursday, Lee said as of 6
p.m. Wednesday he had hot
water in his apartment for
the first time since flood
waters from Hurricane
Florence inundated Fair-
field Harbour.

“It felt mighty good to
take a hot shower,” he
commented.

Hawkins and Lee said
they both plan to make
other living arrange -
ments due, in part, to their
frustration with the man-
agement company.

“I won't do another hur-
ricane season here, but
besides that if we were to
stay in the area I would
not stay here” commented
Hawkins.

“I’m pissed off about the
whole situation,” said Lee.
“All the people here are
really nice, it’s a great place
to stay. Nobody should
have had to suffer three
months, that’s ridiculous.”

WATER
From Page A1

information.

CLASSES
Boating Safety seminars
this month

The New Bern-Oriental
area Coast Guard Auxiliary
is offering two safety and
navigation courses this
month on Saturday, Dec.
15. New and experienced
boaters can attend Navi-
gating Local Waters from
9 a.m. to noon, followed
by Suddenly in Command
from 1 to 5 p.m. Both sem-
inars are at the New Bern
Yacht Club, 1206 Brice’s
Creek Road in New Bern.
Navigating Local Waters
S e m i n a r i s t h e m o s t

popular class as boating is
a lot safer, not to mention
a lot more fun, when you
know the waters you’re
in. Coast Guard Auxiliary
certified instructors offer
this seminar for $10 per
household which includes
a CD packed with useful
information and charts.
While the emphasis is on
the Neuse and Trent rivers
and other waters around
New Bern, the seminar
also presents the loca-
tions and features of many
popular anchorages, mari-
nas and boatyards in the
Neuse and Pamlico river
basins, as well as the ICW
to Morehead City/Beaufort
and on to Cape Lookout.
Suddenly in Command is
for First Mates and other
passengers. If the captain
suddenly becomes incapac-
itated, you’re in command
of a vessel you may know

little or nothing about.
What do you do? This
four-hour boating safety
class from 1-5 p.m. is $20
and includes a textbook.
Additional family members
using the same text pay $5
each. It is designed for folks
not usually at the helm as
well as new boat-owners
and provides the basics to
handle an emergency. Cer-
tified Coast Guard Auxiliary
instructors teach basic boat
handling, how to use the
radio to call for help, using
other important equipment
that should be on board
and how to avoid boat-
ing mishaps while you’re
in command. For more
information and to register
for either or both classes,
leave a message for Mike
Ott at 252 288-4856; email
him at ott48@gmail.com;
or visit ttp://cgaux.org/
boatinged/class_finder/.

BRIEFS
From Page A2

more than a dozen historic
homes around Eastern
North Carolina, includ-
ing three in New Bern. The
last one here was nearly a
decade ago at 501 Craven
Street.

T h e B l a d e s ’ d o u b l e
house, or duplex, has
separate staircases to the
second floor on both sides
of a common wall. There
are also kitchen and dining
areas on both sides.

“It would be the equiva-
lent today of a townhouse,”
he said.

“I’ve always been fas-
cinated with history and
the building methods - the
quality of the work and
craftsmanship,” he said.

Young said the house
in more recent years had
become a rental property,
with six apartments among
its 10 rooms.

He plans to restore it to
two units and he and Cheryl
will live there. For now,
they are living in a home
in the western part of the
state after selling their
other home in New Bern.

He said the features

include bay windows that
were typical of a 1890s
Victorian home, along with
elaborate and ornate wood-
working. He estimates that
90 percent of the original
wood remains.

Another feature is the
glazed glass upstairs porch.

The first home on the
Before Tour was the Rob-
erts House at 501 Metcalf
St.

More information is
online at newbernpf.org

The Foundation plans to
feature historic structures

every month or so on
Sunday afternoons for the
public to see a building
either before or After pres-
ervation work.

A donation of $5 to the
Foundation is requested
for the tours.

More information is
online at newbernpf.org

Charlie Hall can be
reached at 252-635-5667
or 252-259-7585, or
charlie.hall@newbernsj.
com. Follow him on Face-
book at Charlie Hall.

TOUR
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Elwood Lee, a resident of Harbour Master Villas in Fairfield Harbour, inspects the space that
once held the Villas hot water heaters, which were damaged in Hurricane Florence and were
replaced only this week. [TODD WETHERINGTON / SUN JOURNAL STAFF]

The warning was lifted
without incident a short
time later. There were no
immediate reports of any
deaths or serious injuries.

The U.S. Geological
Survey said the first and
more powerful quake was
centered about 7 miles
(12 kilometers) north of
Anchorage, Alaska's largest
city, with a population of
about 300,000. People ran
from their offices or took
cover under desks.

A large section of road
near the Anchorage air-
port collapsed, marooning
a car on a narrow island of
pavement surrounded by
deep chasms in the con-
crete. Several cars crashed
at a major intersection in
Wasilla, north of Anchor-
age, during the shaking.

Anchorage Police Chief
Justin Doll said he had been
told that parts of the Glenn
Highway, a scenic route that
runs northeast out of the
city past farms, mountains
and glaciers, had "com-
pletely disappeared."

The quake broke store
windows, opened cracks in
a two-story building down-
town, disrupted electrical
service and disabled traffic
lights, snarling traffic. It also

threw a full-grown man out
of his bathtub.

All flights were halted at
the airport after the quake
knocked out telephones
and forced the evacuation
of the control tower, and the
800-mile Alaska oil pipeline
was shut down while crews
were sent to inspect it for
damage.

Anchorage's school
system canceled classes
and asked parents to pick
up their children while it
examined buildings for gas
leaks or other damage.

Jonathan Lettow was
waiting with his 5-year-old
daughter and other children
for the school bus near their
home in Wasilla when the
quake struck. The children
got on the ground while
Lettow tried to keep them
calm.

"It's one of those things
where in your head, you
think, 'OK, it's going to
stop,' and you say that to
yourself so many times in
your head that finally you
think, 'OK, maybe this isn't
going to stop,'" he said.

Soon after the shaking
stopped, the school bus
pulled up and the children
boarded, but the driver
stopped at a bridge and
refused to go across because
of deep cracks in the road,
Lettow said.

Former Alaska Gov. Sarah
Palin tweeted that her home
was damaged: "Our family

is intact — house is not. I
imagine that's the case for
many, many others."

Officials opened an
Anchorage convention
center as an emergency
shelter. Gov. Bill Walker
issuedadisasterdeclaration.

Cereal boxes and pack-
ages of batteries littered the
floor of a grocery store, and
picture frames and mirrors
were knocked from living
room walls.

People went back inside
after the first earthquake
struck, but the 5.7 after-
shock about five minutes
later sent them running
back into the streets. A
series of smaller aftershocks
followed.

A tsunami warning was
issued along Alaska's south-
ern coast. Police in Kodiak,
a city of 6,100 people on
Kodiak Island, 250 miles
(400 kilometers) south
of Anchorage), warned
residents to evacuate to
higher ground immediately
because a wave could hit
within about 10 minutes.

Michael Burgy, a senior
technician with the National
Tsunami Warning Center
in Palmer, Alaska, said the
warning was automatically
generated based on the
quake's size and proximity
to shore. Scientists moni-
tored gauges to see if the
quake generated big waves.
Because there were none,
they canceled the warning.

ALASKA
From Page A1
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