
Susan Moffat-Thomas 
Lifetime Achievement 
Leadership in Preservation &

Downtown Revitalization

When she first moved to New Bern in the early 
1980s, New Bern was just beginning its urban 
revitalization that is so impressive to all of us now. 
Susan had been a stay at home mom in the 1970s, but when she moved 
here she got involved in the non-profit side of our community. She was  
Executive Director of the New Bern Preservation in the early 80s then 
served as Executive Director of Swiss Bear for almost thirty years from 
1985 through 2014. There are not many projects in our downtown that 
Susan didn’t work on or initiate during that long fruitful period. 


Baxter’s clock may look simple but it wasn’t. A decapitated pole inspired 
Susan to form a partnership with the clock’s owner and City. An aging pool 
hall became a connecting alleyway that we now call James Reed Lane. 
Her work to cajole community leaders into having an urban design plan 
gave New Bern a vision of what its downtown could become. And it was 
so successful that it was updated a decade later. These design plans 
unleashed creative energy and the commitment of many community 
partners to produce projects like Union Point Park, Council Bluff Green, 
and the Spider Lily Sculpture. Susan would tell you that she didn’t do it all. 
But others bought into her dynamism and drive to make New Bern special 
and that is what leadership is all about. When she retired from Swiss Bear 
at the end of 2014 well more than $200 million had been invested by 
private and public entities in rehabilitation and new construction projects. 
For her tireless leadership, sustained over decades, and for the results that 
residents and visitors alike enjoy in our beautiful and historic downtown, 
we present this medal for lifetime achievement to Susan-Moffat Thomas.


Presented by the New Bern Preservation Foundation

At its Annual Meeting and Historic Preservation Awards Ceremony 
December 18, 2018 


