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The original gerrymander would look 
familiar to North Carolina lawmakers, 
and to many of this state’s voters.

The word was coined in 1812 when Mas-
sachusetts Gov. Elbridge Gerry signed a 
bill that created new state senate districts 
in ways that benefited his Democratic-Re-
publican Party. One of the new districts took 
on a bizarre curved shape, arcing from the 
suburbs just north of Boston all the way up 
to the New Hampshire line. A Boston news-
paper cartoonist turned it into a dragonlike 
creature and named it a Gerry-mander — a 
conjoining of the governor’s name with a 
salamander.

It turned into the governor’s ticket to in-
glorious immortality, the word that’s been 
used ever since to describe outrageously 
shaped legislative districts created to ben-
efit the party in power. Politicians today, 
aided by high-priced consultants and so-

phisticated computer mapping programs, 
are better than ever at the gerrymandering 
art. They’re so good that some boast that if 
voting records show a husband is Republi-
can and his wife is a Democrat, they can 
draw the electoral district line across the 
middle of their bed.

North Carolina has some General Assem-
bly and congressional districts that Elbridge 
Gerry would admire. The state also has a 
growing number of residents outraged by 
the cynical manipulation of district bound-
aries, and politicians who profess the same 
dissatisfaction.

Trouble is, it’s always the party that’s 
out of power that supports the switch to a 
nonpartisan redistricting process. Many of 
the Republicans now in top leadership posi-
tions in Raleigh were fervent advocates of 
redistricting reform a few years ago �when 
Republicans were in the minority. But since 

they took the majority, they’ve worked ag-
gressively to manipulate electoral bound-
aries to keep themselves in office. Reform 
doesn’t interest them. Likewise, Democrats 
who long resisted reform are now its great-
est champions.

But voter outrage does eventually get 
telegraphed to the majority in the State 
Legislative Building. A recently filed bill 
with bipartisan sponsorship would create 
a nonpartisan redistricting commission 
that would supervise legislative staff as it 
draws North Carolina’s 13 congressional 
districts and the 170 districts in the state 
House and Senate. Political office-holders 
and their relatives would be barred from 
the five-member commission, which would 
be led by the chairman of the State Board 
of Elections.

There is, of course, a gerrymander-shaped 
fly in the ointment: The General Assembly 

would retain the final say in accepting or 
rejecting the new voting maps. Still, this 
system could open the door to further re-
districting reform and would likely return 
better results than we’re getting now from 
the exercise in naked political power that 
follows every federal census.

The lead sponsor of the bill, state Rep. 
Chuck McGrady — a Henderson Republican 
— said this week that, “When we were in the 
minority, this was a bill that Republicans 
generally rallied around. If it was the right 
thing then, it is still the right thing now.”

He’s right. But will a majority from his 
party agree? We’ll see. We wouldn’t be all 
that surprised if Gov. Gerry’s 205-year-old 
monster is with us a while longer.
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Trump’s speech 
and the Democrats 
who saw it
I watched President Trump’s speech to the joint 

session of Congress. Tuning it in wasn’t a slam-
dunk because I was a bit worried he’d go off on 

tangents as he typically does so considered passing 
it up, kicked back and relaxed. My face aches when 
it cringes.

Well, I needn’t have worried. His speech was won-
derful, totally painless to my face. He stuck to his 
roadmap without detours and reinforced commit-
ment to his campaign promises. I find it comfortably 
amusing so many Americans seem shocked he’s ac-
tually doing what he said he would. Can you imagine 

anything so weird?
While speaking of “weird,” did you 

happen to catch some of the Demo-
crats in attendance? I like a two-party 
system and believe great benefits 
come from loyal opposing forces but 
something seemed very wrong with 
these folks.

The funniest part of this get-togeth-
er to me was the group all dressed in 

white. When I first saw them in a camera shot, my 
initial thought was they were nuns from a Catholic 
order.

After deciding they weren’t nuns, I wondered if 
they were from some organization or club. I’d heard 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution and 
even the Daughters of the Confederacy but had nev-
er even remotely considered any possibility Daugh-
ters of the KKK existed. That simply couldn’t be but 
the thought made me laugh.

Eventually by watching camera shots of the audi-
ence I decided they were just a bunch of liberals 
who wanted to do a “dress-up” for attention...which 
they did receive from me. I’m still not sure what 
purpose lurked behind their effort but they seemed 
harmless enough. In fact most of the time when 
they got on camera it looked as if they were playing 
Rock-Paper-Scissors.

I do understand why liberals have to challenge the 
President at every turn. Their very existence is at 
stake. If Trump significantly succeeds implement-
ing his agenda, their sacred cows will die and they’ll 
all but disappear with them.

Think how terrible it will be for liberals if our 
borders are actually secured? How will they be able 
to function in a country where all laws are enforced, 
not just the ones they like? And worst of the worst 
for them, how will they cope with shrinking govern-
mental controls over American’s lives?

It must give them cold-sweat nightmares. How 
can people live without them telling them how? For 
some odd reason they fear people making their own 
decisions with mere token government intrusions 
and they viscerally hate that thought.

You think that’s an overstatement? Look at liberal 
reaction to the proposition of giving school choice to 
parents so they can decide where their kids have the 
best chance of academic success. They become apo-
plectic at the thought. They don’t hate the kids, they 
just hate losing control more.

I know there’re millions of smart and loyal Demo-
crats in the country but if they don’t want to see 
their party become a historical footnote, they’d bet-
ter reorder priorities. If left in the hands of nutcases 
now at the helm of their boat, 2018 might fold their 
tent.

But it’ll be their choice. I’ll continue to enjoy lib-
eral spasms and gyrations, ongoing aftershocks of 
November. I’ve been smiling a lot lately.

Otis Gardner’s column appears here weekly. He 
can be reached at ogardner@embarqmail.com
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Defining great
It just occurred to me that one or 

more of your readers may be inter-
ested in writing or directing a play 
featuring a thoroughly spoiled, ly-
ing, name-calling, totally undesirable 
12-year-old, but have a need to study a 
living example of such a child. I sug-
gest that this need might be satisfied by 
visiting a local grade school and stand 
watch of the playground through the 
usual chain link fence. The odds are 
pretty good that an example of one or 
more totally spoiled 12-year-old and 
younger examples of the same will 
shortly became evident. 

If, however, authorities run you off as 
a potential child molester, you can ob-
serve the same conduct in your home 
by simply watching the president on TV 
giving any kind of talk to or about any-
one. The conduct of a spoiled 12-year-
old is performed to perfection by the 
man-child that lost the popular vote 
and was awarded the title of president 
by some people in something called 
the Electoral College. I know, but it’s 
true.

 
W.J.Gould, Oriental

Thanks
Thank you to the greater New Bern 

community for making the 2017 New 
Bern Antiques Show such a success. 
You filled the New Bern Riverfront 
Convention Center on Feb. 10-12 with 
an estimated 1,700 shoppers. While our 
numbers are preliminary, this is about 
a 58 percent increase from our 1,070 
attendees last year.

The feedback from the 38 dealers 
from up and down the Southeast and 
from samplings of the shoppers was 
strongly positive. Some of the memora-
ble take-aways from this show include 
the following:

Craven Ukes did an impromptu pa-

rade with their ukulele players singing 
“You Are My Sunshine,” making every-
body smile. Enjoy the video on the New 
Bern Preservation Foundation’s Face-
book page-www.newbernpf.org.

The Division of Unclaimed Property 
in the North Carolina Treasurer’s Of-
fice had a booth, and one lucky show 
attendee who presented his name to 
the database walked away with over 
$68,000, funds that were rightfully his 
but had been unclaimed until then.

Two area certified appraisers gave 
free appraisals to long lines of ticket-
holders who brought in family heir-
looms to learn more about the history 
and possible value of the items.

Bear City Fudge Company was on 
hand to provide free samples of their 
world-class chocolate offerings, and 
special Valentine’s Day treats for lucky 
loved ones; they couldn’t keep enough 
chocolate on the tables to meet the 
demand.

For a show such as the New Bern 
Antiques Show, now in its 31st year, 
to be successful, we say “Thank You” 
to our army of community volunteers 
and Foundation members who put in 
countless hours over the year. They or-
ganized the show, placed posters, took 
tickets, moved furniture, arranged for 
refreshments, ensured a smooth move-
in and move-out for dealers, and many 
more jobs that all add up.

There are other people and organiza-
tions in New Bern who went way out of 
their way to contribute. While we risk 
missing a name or two, here is a special 
recognition list for this year’s show:

Johnnie Bunting, REALTOR/Broker 
of Keller Williams who provided door 
prizes for lucky ticket holders.

Colleen Roberts, Public Informa-
tion Officer of the City of New Bern, 
and the city employees, who never 
stopped looking for ways to promote 
the Antiques Show, including bring-
ing the mayor for a ribbon cutting at 
the opening.

Ms. Abby Sparks, our real life “Lady 
in Red,” our hometown dazzler who led 
the mayor through the show on opening 
day, and bewitched our attendees and 
Facebook fans.

Tom Faulkenberry and Will Gorges, 
two appraisers who gave generously 
of their time to provide answers to 
ticket holders who brought in family 
heirlooms.

Our Media Sponsors, the Sun Journal 
and Public Radio East.

Greg Smith and his team at Mitchell 
Hardware who sold tickets with pa-
tience and smiles.

Sea Glass Café for providing scones 
that had the dealers raving about their 
morning snack.

Lowe’s for help with transportation 
of dealers’ heavy merchandise.

Mary McGee and her team at the 
New Bern Riverfront Convention 
Center whose trained eyes would not 
allow problems to develop or become 
an issue.

For the first time the Antiques Show 
brought in live music to keep spirits 
high and shoppers invigorated: Coastal 
Notes, Craven Ukes, Down East Dul-
cimers, and Pat Marino and his saxo-
phone brought just the right notes to 
the event.

Carolina Coastal Railroaders brought 
their trains to circle a model of the His-
toric Union Depot Train Station, which 
is the current project that is being 
funded and developed by the New Bern 
Preservation Foundation, producer of 
the New Bern Antiques Show.

Next year the New Bern Antiques 
Show will return to the New Bern Riv-
erfront Convention Center on Feb. 16, 
17 and 18, 2018, bigger, flashier, and 
more fun than ever. Circle the date on 
your calendar, and come back for three 
days in February of great fun, good 
food and beautiful treasures to bring 
home with you. See you then.

Lee Purcell, Dealer Co-Chair

WRITE TO US

Send letters to sjletters@newbernsj.com. If you can-
not email your letter, call 252-635-5681. Letters of 
fewer than 300 words are preferred. Letters must 
include name, address and telephone number for veri-
fication. All letters may be edited or abridged by the 
editor. Anonymous letters and form letters will not be 
published. 

OTIS 
GARDNER
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